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EU: Franco-German Seminar on CFSP, Nuclear 
Safety 


BRO103093196 (internet) French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 28 Feb 96 


[Official Statements on the EU Common Fereign and 
Security Policy and on Nuclear Safety in the Newly 
Independent States and Central and Eastern Europe is- 
sued ai the Franco-German Seminar of Foreign Minis- 
ters held in Preiburg-am-Brigsau on 27 February) 

(FBIS Translated Text] The Common Foreign and 
Socushy Peticy (CPSP? 


Guidelines Adopted ai The Franco-German 
Semiaar of Foreign Ministers 


After the upheavals of recent years in the world political 
arena, the EU member states can only deal with the 
major international challenges if they join their forces 
together into a Common Foreign and Security Policy. 
The next EU Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) must 
be the occasion to give the Union a greater capacity 
to act in the field of foreign and security policy; this 
is true from the standpoint of enlargement as well. 
The two foreign ministers have decided to deepen their 
joint consideration of all the major questions of this 
conference. 

The primary interest of the CFSP reside~ in the stabi- 
lization of neighboriag regions to the cast and south, 
in the consolidation of transatlantic relations, and in the 
development of relations with Russia and Ukraine. Over 
the course of recent years, the Union has already exerted 
significant efforts in all these fields, and elaborated long- 
term strategies, while allocating considerable resources 
as well. 


The accession of the countries of central and Eastern 
Europe (CEE) is being prepared by Eurcpean agree- 
ments, by the pre-accession strategy adopted at the Es- 
sen European Council, by the structured dialogue, and 
by financial assistance. 


The new generation of EU-Moditerrar..an agreements, 
the prospect of accession for Malta and Cyprus, the cus- 
toms union with Turkey, the multilateral process under- 
taken at Barcelona with the Mediterranean countries, 
and the EU's major support to the peace process in the 
Middle East constitute a considerable contribution to the 
stabilization of this important neighboring region. 


The partnership agreements, as well as the Union's sub- 
stantial financial and technical asristance, are encourag- 
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ing the process of economic reforms, and thus of democ- 
ratization and stabilization, in Russia and the other na- 
uons of the Commonwealth of Independent States (C1S}. 


The EU played a crucial role in working out the 
agreement on Bosnia-Herzegovina signed in Pars and 
is making a decisive contribution to its implementation, 
notably with respect to its civilian component, without 
which a long-term peace cannot be brought to the 
region. 


The effectiveness of the CFSP must be strengthened 
and developed at the IGC, as it was established by 
the Treaty on the European Union, so that it can take 
into full consideration the common interest of the EU. 
The reforms for the CFSP which can be envisaged 
must result in strengthening its effectiveness, coherence. 
visibility, continuity, and solidarity. Toward this end. 
the two foreign ministers will commit themselves in the 
IGC to advocating the following positive improvements: 


- greater effcctiveness; 
- greater coherence; 
- greater visibility and conunuity, 


- greater solidarity, in particular in the field of security 
and defense. 


Greater Effectiveness 


The Union's capacity to act in the field of foreign 
relations and security must be strengthened, above all 
through a greater effectiveness of the decisionmaking 
and implementation procedures. 


The European Council's competence to provide direc- 
tion must be strengthened, with the goal of enhancing 
the Union's capacity for action. 


The decisionmaking procedures provided for by the 
Treaty must be applied and developed, with the goal 
of facilttaung decisionmaking to avoid the ngidites of 
unanimity. 


Therefore, the following approaches, which can be 
combined, can be examined: 


— differenuation between political decisions of princi- 
ple and decisions of application; 


— a mention in the treaty for the CPSP field of the 
principle of constructive abstention, and 


-— decisionmaking by qualified majority at the impie- 
mentation stage. 
In particular, as regards the implementation of such 


decisions, no member stzie can be forced to commit 
its own forces against its will in military and police 
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